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School auditorium in Leon to honor our 
Country’s forgotten veterans. 

The new highway signs are a step in the 
right direction, but Thornton continues his 
appeal for national recognition. 

‘‘Please help us by writing, e-mailing or 
calling our congressmen and spreading the 
word to friends in other states to do the 
same,’’ he said. ‘‘We need your help to bring 
these treasured veterans out from the dark 
where our government has seen fit to put 
them, into the sunlight with honor and dig-
nity and receive a medal. An $8 medal would 
be a small price tag for what these Atomic 
Veterans—America’s Forgotten Veterans— 
have endured for 60 years.’’ 

[From Huffington Post, Mar. 15, 2014] 
JUSTICE FOR THE ATOMIC VETERANS 

(by Vincent Intondi) 
In 1955 the U.S. detonated a nuclear weap-

on. Men nearby huddled in fear, praying for 
their lives. Some died instantly. Others lost 
their sight or had the skin ripped off their 
bodies. However, these were not enemies of 
the U.S. They were Americans. From 1945 to 
1963, the United States conducted hundreds 
of nuclear weapons tests in which they used 
thousands of GIs as human guinea pigs. The 
GIs, who became known as the ‘‘atomic vet-
erans,’’ were exposed to nuclear fallout, and 
many suffered fatal diseases. For years the 
plight of the atomic veterans and the federal 
government’s reluctance to formally ac-
knowledge these acts went largely unnoticed 
by the mainstream media. However, begin-
ning in the 1970s, atomic veterans, led large-
ly by African Americans Acie Byrd and 
James Gates, joined together to demand jus-
tice. 

Acie Byrd is perhaps best known as the 
skipper of John F. Kennedy’s famed PT–109. 
However, following a hydrogen bomb test in 
the Pacific, Byrd lost most light sensation in 
his eyes from the radiation exposure. Yet, 
over the years, Byrd managed to keep track 
of hundreds of victims of the nuclear tests. 
As founder of the Atomic Veterans Associa-
tion and leader of the Alliance of Atomic 
Veterans, Byrd has often been at the fore-
front of ensuring that the federal govern-
ment adequately compensates atomic vet-
erans. 

James Gates was born in Chicago’s South 
Side in 1935. Upon returning from Korea in 
1954, Gates was reassigned to Camp Desert 
Rock, Nev. In an interview with Nancy 
Hogan for her article ‘‘Shielded From Liabil-
ity,’’ Gates explained that when he arrived 
in Las Vegas, ‘‘they took his identification, 
told him he would be constructing roads and 
air fields, and to keep quiet about what he 
would see.’’ Then the nuclear bomb tests 
began. Gates, only a half-mile away, was also 
told he was in no danger. In reality, he was 
being used as a human guinea pig. Gates saw 
his fellow soldiers die, carcasses of dead 
jackrabbits scattered on the ground, and one 
morning he awoke from unconsciousness 
only to find the flesh torn form his left arm 
and leg. ‘‘There is no reckoning it. No reck-
oning why the government would hurt its 
own people. I mean, I’ve got no teeth, no en-
ergy, no breath...I’ve got very little left, not 
even hope...Some of the men were put in 
what they called the ‘monkey cage.’ The 
monkey cage was close to the bomb site and 
the bomb killed all those men. I mean we 
were a half-mile from each shot...Each time 
we’d see a bomb go off they’d have a priest 
there... Racism has a lot to do with all this, 
racism and the feeling that the government 
doesn’t care,’’ Gates recalled. 

As the nuclear tests continued, chemist 
and Nobel laureate Linus Pauling became 
convinced that the government was carrying 
out human experimentation. Pauling con-

tacted the independent journalist Paul Ja-
cobs and urged him to investigate the Ne-
vada Test Site (NTS). In the winter of 1955, 
Jacobs picked up a hitchhiker on the way to 
Las Vegas. It was James Gates. The two 
quickly became friends, and Gates provided 
Jacobs with documents, contracts, and pri-
vate meetings with others at the test site. 
After several years of research, Jacobs ex-
posed the atrocity in a series of stories and 
the documentary Paul Jacobs and the Nu-
clear Gang, which helped bring worldwide at-
tention to the NTS. And while Gates took 
solace in the fact that the U.S. passed the 
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty in 1963, he was de-
nied military retirement and service-con-
nected disability as a result of his whistle-
blowing. 

Like many atomic veterans, Gates began 
to suffer numerous illnesses, struggled to 
sustain a career, and became homeless. Be-
ginning in the 1970s, Gates’ teeth began to 
fall out. He suffered from heart failure, a col-
lapsed lung, and a burst appendix. Even with 
his health declining, Gates joined thousands 
of other atomic veterans and demanded the 
government provide adequate medical insur-
ance. He participated in civil disobedience at 
the Nevada Test Site and joined radiation 
victims in rallies and conferences through-
out the country. After years of activism, 
Gates was finally granted a date for a hear-
ing on his case before the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals in Washington, D.C. He died on March 
20, 2004—two and a half months before his 
scheduled appearance. 

In response to the atomic veterans, on Jan-
uary 15, 1994, President Clinton set up the 
Advisory Committee on Human Radiation 
Experiments (ACHRE), which held 16 meet-
ings from 1994 through 1995, at which Byrd 
and other atomic veterans testified. Clinton 
went even further when, in the fall of 1995, he 
officially apologized for the treatment of 
atomic veterans. However, the apology went 
unnoticed in the mainstream media, since it 
came on the same day that the O.J. Simpson 
verdict was announced. Perhaps 20 years 
later we can give them the respect and honor 
that is so long overdue, and instead of spend-
ing billions to modernize our nuclear arse-
nal, we can eliminate them once and for all. 

f 

GENERAL ERIC SHINSEKI 
(Mr. CULBERSON asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to thank General Eric Shinseki 
for his service to the Nation, as an 
Army general, as Secretary of the VA, 
and I am glad that he made the right 
decision today in accepting responsi-
bility for these terrible systemic prob-
lems that we have seen throughout the 
VA that the inspector general has con-
firmed extend throughout the entire 
system of veterans being forced to wait 
for health care. It is an absolutely un-
acceptable situation, and General 
Shinseki has done the right thing by 
accepting responsibility as the man in 
charge. I urge him and the mid-level 
and upper-level leadership of the VA to 
do the right thing as well and accept 
responsibility. 

We need to see these veterans given 
access to health care immediately. 
Every one of them is on a waiting list 
that has kept them from access to doc-
tors, and they need to immediately be 
put into a private hospital in the VA 

system as quickly and as humanly pos-
sible. The Congress has given the VA 
all the money they need, all the au-
thority they need, to do their job to 
make sure these men and women who 
have served our Nation and defended 
our freedom get access to the best med-
ical care in the world. 

I want to make sure the VA under-
stands that the Congress is going to 
continue to do everything that needs 
to be done to ensure those veterans are 
taken care of. 

f 

KEEP GUNS OUT OF THE HANDS 
OF CRIMINALS 

(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, once again, Americans are heart-
broken by a gun violence tragedy. 

Since the mass shooting last Friday 
in Santa Barbara, more than 160 others 
have lost their lives at the hands of a 
gun, including an 18-month-old baby 
who was shot in front of his mother in 
my hometown of West Palm Beach. 
This mother will never see her child go 
to school, graduate from college, walk 
down the aisle, or hear him say ‘‘I love 
you, Mom.’’ Too many lives have been 
taken and too many communities have 
been torn apart. 

I applaud the House vote yesterday 
to invest funds to help the States im-
prove submissions to the national 
background electric system. With that 
said, we must do much more to expand 
background checks and strengthen 
mental health intervention and re-
search. 

From California to Florida, Amer-
ican families are counting on us—the 
Congress—to keep guns out of the 
hands of criminals and keep our chil-
dren safe. 

f 

RESIGNATION OF ERIC SHINSEKI 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, with 
the resignation of Mr. Shinseki from 
the VA Administration, he did the hon-
orable thing as a great veteran, but not 
a great administrator. A general has to 
know what his lieutenants are up to, 
and if he is not getting results he has 
to demand and get action. 

Now, as we move forward, we can’t 
let this story today—the resignation or 
the speculation about who will be the 
next Director—be the story. It still 
needs to be focused on what is hap-
pening at the regional offices, what is 
happening with veterans health being 
delivered to them, what is happening 
with the Veterans Benefits Administra-
tion getting through the backlog of 
cases and having them seen, having 
their claims finished for a change. 

We have much to do, so do not get, 
Mr. Speaker, diverted by today’s news 
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